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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 


September 15. 


Was very much furpriz‘d this 
Afternoon with a Vilit from a 
Dutchefs, who came _ privately 
in a Chair to fee a Picture that 
was going to be hung up in my 
Room of State. She told me the 
Fame of that Piece had broughr her 
thither; and defired I would give 
her fome Account thereof, that fhe 
might know whether itanfwered the 
Charaéter fhe had heard of ir. I rold 
her that the Painter was juft upon 
the finifhing f{troke,and if fhe pleas’d, 
he fhould be call’d to explain the 
Emblem to her Grace: Being font 
for, he gave this Defcription of it : 
The Figure repreferis a. great. Heir- 
efs, who, being causted by a, Peer o 
the Realm, and he haying, obtained 
her Affections, great Preparations 


were made for folemnizing the Nup- 
tials, with much Pomp and Splen- 
dour ; but Fate puta {top for fome 
time to all thofe Joys, and wrap’d 
every thing up in fable Daskuch 
A certain Nobleman being invited 
to the Wedding, rofe carly on the 
Day appointed, and went attended 
with a fine Equipage ; but to his 
Surprize, when he entred the Houfe 
where the Honourable Company 
were bidden, he found all things in 
Silence; and enquiring into the Oc- 
cafion, a Servant inform’d him, that 
the Bridegroom was feiz’d the Night 
before wih an Apopleétick Fit, and 
that the Phyficians defpaired of his 
Life. Abe unexpected News caufed 
the Nobleman to reflect upon the 
Mutability of human Life, and in- 
duc'd him to give the Bride a Vifit 


f inher Apartment, who received him 


very courteoufly; and after fome 


Ceremonies had paffed betweenthem, 


and 
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ar. ae was feated ; fhe fate filent for 
fome time, and then faid ; * My 

Lord,thisDay was appointed formy 

Wedding but Fortune has thought 

fit to chang and vail 

all my blooming Hopes in Sadnefs 
roo the Moment | frit awaked 
this Morning Ihave been ponder- 
ing on my {clf and human Nature 
1 fuffered my anxious Thoughts to 
{tare back beyond the Hour of my 
Birth, refleSing on the Imprifon- 
ment I fulered in my Mother's 
Womb, which yet I cannot in the 
leaft remember; and this is the 
Cafe of all Men. We know not 
how we came into the open World 
of Light, from the Region of 
Darknefs, nor that ever we were 
fo fhut up ; but as we are told by 
our Parents, and common Experi- 
ence confirms to us, that is the Lot 
of all Mortals: Huw then fthall 
we be able to difcover what Stare 
we were in before our Conception? 


whether we were in the Rank of 


things which have Exiftence, or 
whether we were hid in the Womb 
of nothing ? Sir, this Thought has 
fill’d me with great Inquietudes ; I 
am reftlefsto know my own Ori- 
ginal. Iwould fain be informed, 
whether that which they call the 
Soul, be a Subftance diftin& from 
the Body, or only the finer Part of 
Matter,a Quinteflence of Elements. 
If it be diftin& (as 1 have reafon to 
believe) ’twould be a fingular Hap- 

inefs to be farisfied where it was, 

‘fore united to this Machine of 
Flieth and Bones, and whether the 
Union be voluntary or fore'd ; For 


* I] muft profefi my (lf to be alzo- 


gether inthe Dark as to thefe Scru- 
tinics, Sometimes | joyn with the 
Platonifiz, and conclude all human 
Souls to be Particles of the Divine 
Narure, Beams of the Erernal Sun ; 
* and that though our Light be now 
* obfcur’d and vail'd under thisCloud 
* of earthly Matter, yet we have 
formerly fhined with an undimi- 
nifhed Splendour, when only im. 
* bodied in rhe clear Air, or more 
* refined Subftance of the Sky. Per- 
haps (think i) for fome Errers 
committed in that fuperiour Strate, 
we are fent down into thefe Bodics 
as into Prifons for our Punishment. 
Then I am vext at my faral Dull- 
* nefs of Memory, which retains no 


* Idea of my paft Condition. She 


‘ 


‘ 


would have proceeded farther in this 
rational way of Argumencation, had 
nota Meffenger come in with the 
News, that there was great Hopes 
the Bridegroom would recover ; the 
Apoplectick Fit wherewith he was 
{cized, being, contrary to Expectati- 


on, gone off. Upon thefe joyful 
Tidingsthe NoblemantoldtheLady, 
thatfhe muft now turn her Thoughts, 
and provide all things as before, in 
order to confummate the Marriage- 
Tye, Now the Bed (faid he) fhould 
be again perfum’d with coftly 
Odours, Vocal and Inftrumental 
Mulick prepar’d, Mirth and Feaft- 
ing the Entertainment,with all other 
things that offer Delight. The Pain- 
ter having ended his Defcription, he 
was going away with the Piece, but 
being ftay'd by the Dutchef,the told 
him, that in her Opinion, he _ 

‘ t. 
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flatter’d the Party, and given divers 
Strokes of Beauty to many oi the 
Features, that would nat be found 
in the Original, when fhe came to 
behold it. Deccit in our Calling (faid 
the Painterto her Grace) is very na- 
tural, and what we are all guilty of ; 
but the Perfon whom this Picce re- 
wefents appeared fo full in all her 
Reshelibaie, that when | drew ic.1 
could not fee any Blemifh which 1 
was capable of mending ; what I 
molt fear is, that Ihave rather dif- 
guis'dthe Picture, than added any 
thing tothe Advantage of the true 
Original. 





From my Honfe in Kent, Sept. 16. 


T HIS Morning a little after Sun- 


rifing 1 heard a Horfeman_ ftop 
at the Door, asking whether I was 
{tiring ; my Servant anfwered in 
the Afhrmative, and alighting he 
was permitted to enter my Chamber 
where I reccived him as a Stranger, 
with all the Civility becoming a 
Perfon of my Character. Sir, (faid 
he) out of Curiofity I have travelled 
{omewhat out of the way to pay you 
a Vifit,and view the Cities and JT em- 
ples you have newly erected in your 
Vifions,Tisfaid they reprefentthe old 
Buildings, but appear much more 
corifpicuous by reafon of the Lofti- 
nefs of their Situation. Pray give me 
leave with your Company to «{cend 
into the Turret of one of them, b 
which Means I may take a Profpe 
of the Curiofities, they fay, are to be 
feenthere. I led him up, and plac d 


him in a Scat,where he told me there 
was much Pleafureinbeholding fuch 
an admirable Variety of Objects,that 
he knew was hid from the fight of all 
but thofe whom I thought fir to grant 
thatFavour. Here (faid he)! can range 
over the whole vifible World, and 
want no Subjects for my Enquiry. I 
told him there was a Window much 
higher than this in the Ball of the 
Turret which would open to him 
another new Scene of Rarities, ftill 
mors wonderful. Then geing up ro- 
gether many more Sreps, he looked 
towards the Eaft. Who could be- 
lieve (faid he) in fo little a {pot of 
Ground, as this Plain feems to be, 
there fhould appear fich abundance 
of fine Seats, inhabited by fo grear a 
Concourfe of People as are {carce ta 
be number'd! Whence comes all 
their Provilions, and how is. it that 
they run not intorthe utmost Conlu- 
fion ? I pointed to a neighbouring 
Town, and gave him a Defcription 
of its Hiftory, which he could fCarce 
credit, till 1 fhewed him the Authos- 
rity it was publifh’d by. Now.I per- 
ceive (faid he) that you are, capable 
of inftruéting a Perfon more in one 
Hour than others are in a whole Age. 
Itold him all my Structures were 
erected on purpofe to inform the 
Mind, not to corrupt the Maral y 
for if any. come 16 mc! tell themimy 
Stage is in the Air, :firuate mucl» 
more lofty than any other, What I 
do istoo minute for their Concepti- 
ons to apprehend: J who live here 
can bend my Mind to Contempla- 
tions of a more exalted and refined 
Nature than others can do, -“- 

the 
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the Gentleman feemed to be well 
fatisfied with what I fhewed him, 
and we took our Leave of each 
other, 





The following Fpiftle came fr om 
5 } 
Covent-Garden, 


»SIR, 


. T8 O’ I am _a Country-Gentle- 
. man, I live moft in Town, 
* and now intend, for the Conveni- 
* ency of your Inftructions, to be 
* conftantlythere ; as belteving none 
* canerr who read your Writings: 
* but there is one Obfervation you 
* have never yet made,which I won- 
“der at. Iwas laft Night with a 
* Gentleman of my Acquaintance 


© juft come out of Cormwpall: He told 

* me there was no living any penass 

*in the Country, unlefS he had a 

* Mind to be ruined, and fend his 

* Family a hea, # F pay ealily 
encis 


* fee the Reafonab of this Re- 
* mark from what he told me. A 
* Man (faid he) is afraid to deny any 
* Perfon going a pyar with him, 
* and afterwards a Drinking ; from 
© thence to a fecond, third or fourth 
® Revel ; foon after this he muft in- 
* vite all thofe Companies to his own 
* Houfe, and treat them with the 
£ like Entertainment. ‘Thefe Ban- 
* quetings have their Circuits, and 


' round as conftant as the Sun, 
. They who refufe to chime in with 
thofe Exceil.s. fhatl be ftigmatjzd 
with the opprobrious Names of 
Niggards Men of little Souls, thar 
are kept under the Government of 
the Women, or fome thin-eutted 
Father-in law. Thus you fee a 
Man is obliged to act again{t his 
Will purely forthe fake of his Ho- 
nour ; and out of Fear of difoblig- 
* ing his Acquaintance he {pends a 
plenciful Eftate. If you could ex- 
pofe this profufe way of living, I 
am perfwaded many honeft Gen- 
tlemen of rwoor three Hundred 
Pounds per Annum would joyn and 
raife a fufhicient Fund to ere&ta 
Statue of Brafs in Memory of you. - 
* With all Refpect, 
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oeoeneneefre 


I Remain, Ge. 


Setting afide the Compliment to 
my felf, this Letter has fo much 
Truth in-it, that it would be véry 
neceffary I fhould tranfmit a Copy 
thereof to every County throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland, in order 
to be laid before the Grand Juries, 
who may, if they pleafe, prefent 
Bills of Complaint at the Affizes, to 
the Courts; by reafon of the great 
Neceflity there is of putting a fpeedy 
ftop to thefe chargeable and difor- 
derly Proceedings. , 





